
Messiah Mid-Week Memos
December 10, 2020

Click the Messiah logo above to visit our website.

For online service,
CLICK HERE

For a children’s bulletin
3 + CLICK HERE
7 + CLICK HERE

God’s Word for This
Coming Sunday

Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11
Psalm 126

1 Thessalonians 5: 16-24
John 1: 6-8, 19-28

CLICK HERE for this
weekend's bulletin

Messiah Lutheran Church
Worship Schedule

Online & In-Person
 
Our Sunday morning live-stream broadcast is available
every Sunday starting at 8:30 a.m. We invite you to
watch, listen, sing and pray at home.

If you plan to return to church, please read our
REOPENING PLAN, CLICK HERE. It is
important that you do this! 

** To attend our in-person services
(8:30 am ONLY), CLICK HERE

** Masks are REQUIRED at all services **

* An audio recording of the worship service is
available through any phone by calling
440-276-4450. If you know of someone who doesn’t
use a computer or have access to the internet in their
homes, please let them know that they can listen
anytime at no charge.

Questions about Messiah's Re-Open plans can be
directed to members of our Reopening Team. Please
call or email them.
Chris Neumann - chris.neumann1005@gmail.com /
440-662-9703
Alan Parrott - alan.parrott@gmail.com / 440-503-0137
Bob Trapp - rtrapper@sbcglobal.net / 440-427-0145
Cathy Zalac - cbzalac@ameritech.net / 440-235-9169

If you’re not ready to come back to church yet,
our 8:30 a.m. live-stream broadcast

is archived and always available.

Messiah News
Advent

Midweek Advent
Wednesdays at 7 pm via Zoom

December 16
CLICK HERE to join

 Advent Joy
 
This coming Sunday, December 13, is the
Third Sunday of Advent. The word for the
day is “Rejoice!” Watch as the rose-colored
candle on the Advent wreath gets lit. Listen

Private Holy Communion

Would you like to receive Holy Communion?
We will be offering one opportunity during
this week. The next Communion date will be:

* Wednesday, 12/16: 1 - 4 pm with
Pastor Seth

CLICK HERE to make an appointment for
Wednesday, December 16 with Pastor Seth

Enter through the main east doors at your
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to God inviting our joy through the
Scriptures we hear. There is nothing so
gloomy or dark that God can’t defeat or
undo. And for your sake—for the world’s
sake—he plans to do just that. 
 
Over 60 people came together for Advent
Zoom Prayer this week. It included members
and friends in Dayton, Milwaukee, North
Carolina, and New York’s Hudson Valley.
Such a delight it was to see faces and to pray
together. Consider joining our third and final
Advent midweek service next Wednesday.
“Increase our joy,” as the apostle says.

scheduled time. Families will be seated at
either end of the space, at least twenty feet
apart. Masks are required. Questions?
Contact Pastor Seth at 513-335-2882.

Offering Envelopes

Pick up of your 2021 church offering
envelopes will be this Sunday, December 13
from 10 - 10:30 am at the atrium entrance.

If you are attending church, please pick up
your offering envelopes while you're there.

Christmas Service Schedule

5 pm Christmas Eve: A Family Christmas
Devotion
7 & 9:30 pm:  Christmas Eve Service
10 am Christmas Morning:  Christmas Day
Service
 
All services are presently open to in-person
attendance, maximum of 50. Masks required.
Look for sign-up information next Thursday.
Services to be live-streamed for viewing at home:
5 pm and 7 pm Christmas Eve, 10 am Christmas
morning.

Christmas Office Schedule

The church office will be closed on
December 24th and 25th for Christmas.

The church office will be closed on
December 31st and January 1st for the
New Year.

ShroveFest February 16, 2021 is Officially Cancelled

Sadly, we are officially notifying our community that ShroveFest 2021 is cancelled.

Our committee has been meeting since September trying to reorganize this event. We have
thought through take out only options, delivery methods, limiting the menu, offering the
event during a Saturday afternoon and more. Although we made progress re-organizing an
event this size, we were not able to offer a way to safely, socially distant prepare 1,100 cabbage
rolls during these COVID days.

However, we agreed to host a grand welcome back event, whenever the time is safe. Hopefully
a BBQ next summer.

Mark your calendar for Shrove 2022 on March 1st.

May God continue to bless your family this Advent Season and beyond. 

Thank you to our wonderful committee, Amber Catalani, Mag Donohoe, Sam Gmetro, Linda
and Carl Herhuth, Ashley Koza, Liz Kitzel, Nicole and Scott Pierse, Tracey Skliros, Janice
Snyder, Maria Szarka, Jared Waugaman and Darlene Waugh.

Keep the Light Shining!
 “Let your Light shine so that others may see…and give glory to your

Father in heaven.” –Matt. 5:16
 

December is the dark month in Northeastern Ohio. The days get shorter and shorter until at
last, just before Christmas, we reach the longest night of the year.
 
This December, of course, is darker than ever. So many people feel that—our families, our



friends, the people we work with. The countless students, teachers and parents who are
struggling with the challenges of online school. Medical workers, especially the ones who
serve in our overflowing hospitals. People in nursing homes who can’t get visits from the
people they love. So many neighbors in our wider Cleveland community whose jobs have
disappeared.
 
And then are those whose December days are dark with grief this year because someone they
treasured died in this pandemic.
 
“The Light shines in the darkness,” St. John says. He’s speaking of the One and
Only Light that darkness can’t overcome no matter how deep it may be or how
hopeless it feels.
 
And our church is a candle—a bulb, perhaps—that God is using to shine the
Christ-Light into Greater Cleveland this month and into next year too.
 
Will you join the many members and families who stepped forward last month with a
commitment to keep the Light burning brightly here? God be praised for their faith and
generosity—and for yours.
 
To offer your own estimate of giving toward the work God has in mind for us in

2021 at Messiah Lutheran Church, CLICK HERE
 
Your gift and commitment means promise and hope and the warmth of God’s love for many
who need it badly. Thank you!

Word & Reflection
Online devotions

Even so, Come Lord Jesus
People and Personalities of Advent.

    
This months devotions are:
Tim Rosenberger (our seminarian) + John
the Baptist
Pr. Shelley Nelson-Bridger + Gabriel
Connie Triplett- +Mary
Dale and Ruth Mortensen - + Coming Savior
Ruth, Dale and Signe Mortensen –
Ponderings & Prayer

Tim Rosenberger –Epiphany  *January 6,
2021

To view, CLICK HERE

Christmas Joy Cards

Are you sending out Christmas cards this
year?  Have a few extras? Looking to spread
the Joy, Peace and Hope this season? Here is
somethings for you, Christmas Joy Cards.  

Call the church office or email them and they
will send you a list of 5-7 Home bound
members or other member who need a
loving, hopeful and good cheer this
Advent/Christmas season.  Thank you.
 God’s peace and blessings,
 Deaconess Ruth 

7th & 8th Grade Confirmation

7th Grade
The 7th grade students will meet every
month on the 1st Sunday of each month @ 6
pm via Zoom.

Next Meeting:  Sunday, January 3

8th Grade
The 8th grade students will meet every
month on the 3rd Sunday of each month @ 7
pm via Zoom.

Next Meeting:  Sunday, December 20

Installation
Postponed Until

June 2021
 
Due to travel constraints,
modified gathering
restrictions,

recommendations, and in consultation with
the ELCA Churchwide office, the installation
service for Bishop Laura Barbins has been
postponed until June 2021.

We will continue to keep you informed as we
receive more information.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8Wdn5A0Iqp7SoNEZ_5E14z_xNot-BLgCieZJBnvWe9TUM1w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc8Wdn5A0Iqp7SoNEZ_5E14z_xNot-BLgCieZJBnvWe9TUM1w/viewform
http://www.messiahchurchfairview.org/Devotions.aspx


Email Pastor Seth for more
information at

sbridger@messiahfp.org

Giving

Very Important: Please keep up with your
regular offerings. We need these now more
than ever, even as we work to trim expenses.
You can mail checks, give online or text to
give.

Mail: Messiah Lutheran Church
(21485 Lorain Rd, Fairview Park, OH
44126)
Text: 855-913-1744
Online: CLICK HERE

Flocknote
The Weekly Readings via text - a new

connection opportunity

Looking for a new way to connect with the
Word as we approach Advent? If so, we're
excited to announce that that Messiah is now
offering the option to receive the weekly
biblical texts via text message.  

If interested simply text READINGSMFP
to 84576. 

You'll automatically be enrolled with the
ability to opt out at any time. 

Messages will be sent weekly at noon.

Are you a Thrivent Member?
Direct Your 2020 Thrivent Choice

Dollars to Messiah Church & School
 

If you are a Thrivent member you may have
Choice Dollars to direct to Messiah Church &
School. Choice Dollars are free to members
and provide an opportunity to give back to a
charitable organization. It is a gift that costs
you absolutely nothing. Messiah is registered
as one of the many charities in this program.
Log into your Thrivent account or call
(800)847-4836. This is free money for
Messiah Church & School and is likely
already sitting in your account waiting to be
donated. If you need additional help, call
Darlene Waugh at 440-331-2405.

Employer Matching Gifts 
Contributed $35,550 to

Messiah in 2019
 

Many companies offer matching gift
programs to educational institutions and
non-profit charitable organizations. Messiah
Lutheran Church and School qualifies as one
of these organizations. We have been blessed
to receive matching gifts over the years from
the Benevity Impact Fund, Google, Key Bank,
Lubrizol, PNC, Progressive Insurance,
Schwab Charitable Fund, The Sherwin
Williams Foundation, Thrivent Financial and
more. Check with your Human Resources
Department if this benefit is available to
you. Don’t miss out. This is the easiest
matching gift program available. Questions?
Contact Darlene Waugh, 440-331-2405. 

Online Giving & Text to Give
 Thank you for faithfully giving to Messiah Lutheran Church.

You can make a donation online by visiting messiahfairview.org. 

Or, simply text your donation amount to 855-913-1744
It takes 30 seconds to register and 10 seconds to type a donation. 

Messiah Lutheran Church
21485 Lorain Rd., Fairview Park, OH 44126

440-331-2405

FOLLOW US

   

http://www.messiahchurchfairview.org/GiveMoney1.aspx
http://www.messiahchurchfairview.org/GiveMoney1.aspx
https://www.facebook.com/Messiah-School-of-Fairview-Park-222129437824543/
https://twitter.com/MessiahSchoolFP

